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In today’s digital world, access to technology and connectivity has become essential for personal, educational, 
and professional growth. Unfortunately, many individuals and communities across the United States still lack 
access to reliable internet and the necessary devices to succeed in the digital age. 

A National Telecommunications and Information Administration study found that approximately 4.4 million 
households could not afford internet access in 2021. According to the White House, over 30 million Americans 
live in remote areas without broadband infrastructure. The recent $65 billion Federal Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act has paved the way for transformative change by providing funds to bridge the digital divide and 
uplift households and individuals with no or limited connectivity. 

Through multiple streams of federal funding, there is the potential to build stronger, more connected 
communities. This funding includes the Federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the CARES Act, which 
provides funding for educational institutions, and a multitude of other government funding options tailored to 
specific causes and populations (all accessible through Grants.gov). To make the most sizable impact in utilizing 
federal grants, local and state governments, along with educational institutions, non-profit organizations, and 
healthcare organizations, should consider implementing specific initiatives for defined populations.
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Transforming Communities: How Technology & Federal 
Funding Can Drive Upliftment and Equity

https://ntia.gov/blog/2022/switched-why-are-one-five-us-households-not-online#:~:text=While%20a%20majority%20%E2%80%93%2058%25%20%E2%80%93,home%20Internet%20service%20(18%25).
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://tech.ed.gov/funding/
http://Grants.gov
http://premierwireless.com
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School Bus Wi-Fi: Bridging the Education Gap
One significant initiative that can be accomplished through federal funding is the implementation of Wi-Fi on 
school buses. By equipping school buses with Wi-Fi, students from underserved or remote communities can 
access the internet throughout their commutes to and from school, effectively bridging the educational gap that 
arises from a lack of or limited connectivity at home. An Education Week research study found that, as of 2021, 
“…between 9 million and 12 million U.S. students still lack adequate internet access at home for remote learning.” 
School bus Wi-Fi empowers students to complete assignments, engage in online learning, and access educa-
tional resources, fostering equal opportunities for academic success.

Using Technology to Promote Social and Emotional Learning
Technology also plays a vital role in fostering social and emotional learning (SEL) among
students and individuals of all ages. With federal funding, state and local government organizations can equip 
schools and non-profits with devices and resources that facilitate SEL programs that promote empathy, 
emotional intelligence, and communication skills. Online platforms, interactive apps, and virtual collaboration 
tools can create inclusive learning environments that nurture social and emotional development, benefiting 
individuals and overall communities in the long run.

Supporting Vulnerable Populations:  
People Experiencing Homelessness, Veterans, Refugees, and People Leaving Incarceration
Federal funding and technology initiatives can address the unique challenges faced by vulnerable populations, 
including people experiencing homelessness, veterans, refugees, and people leaving incarceration. By 
providing access to internet connectivity and hand-held devices, vulnerable populations can connect with 
support services and schools, develop skills, search for employment opportunities, access food and housing 
resources, legal services, crisis lines, mental health services, and communicate with loved ones. By offering 
digital literacy programs in shelters and community centers, vulnerable individuals can be empowered with the 
digital skills they need to be marketable in today’s workforce and improve their likelihood of regaining or 
maintaining independence and stability.
 
Healthcare Equity: Revolutionizing Home Healthcare Technology
Another area where technology and federal funding can significantly impact is promoting healthcare equity. 
With the help of federal funds, healthcare organizations can invest in home healthcare technologies that enable 
patients to receive high-quality medical care from the comfort of their homes. By providing individuals access to 
hand-held devices or tablets, seniors, those with limited mobility, or people who live in remote areas can easily 
connect with healthcare professionals, access telemedicine services, sync and send the information from their 
monitoring devices to their healthcare providers and manage their health conditions more effectively.
 
Empowering Seniors: Bridging the Digital Divide
Technology can also bridge the digital divide for seniors. Through federal funding initiatives, community 
organizations can distribute simple and user-friendly tablets with resources for seniors, ensuring they stay 
connected with their loved ones and access a wealth of online resources. This may enhance their quality of life 
and promote continued learning, entertainment, and social engagement.
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https://www.premierwireless.com/connected-bus/
https://www.edweek.org/technology/most-students-now-have-home-internet-access-but-what-about-the-ones-who-dont/2021/04
https://vimeo.com/789084245/496ba2e39f
https://vimeo.com/789084245/496ba2e39f
https://www.premierwireless.com/premier-cpr3/
https://www.premierwireless.com/healthcare/
https://www.premierwireless.com/silverspot/
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Adult Learning and Technology: Unlocking New Opportunities
Combining adult learning and technology is an excellent opportunity for personal and professional growth. 
Using federal funding, libraries and community organizations can provide access to adult learners’ laptops, 
tablets, phones with resources, and hotspots, enabling them to access online courses, skill-building resources, 
and job opportunities. Investing in adult learning technology can empower individuals to learn new skills, 
improve their current skills, and thrive in an increasingly competitive job market.
 
Inclusivity and Strength Through Technology
Initiatives, including school bus Wi-Fi, fostering social and emotional learning through technology, supporting 
vulnerable populations, home healthcare technology, and simple tablets for seniors and adult learning platforms, 
are just a few examples of the transformative impact that can be achieved through technology and federal 
funding. Investing in these areas can build connected, more inclusive communities that thrive in the digital age, 
resulting in a stronger, more prosperous country.

- - -

About Premier Wireless

Premier Wireless is a leading provider of technology solutions designed to enhance safety, drive innovation, 
improve communication, and facilitate transformation; notably, our CPR³ solution stands out as a purpose-driven 
device specifically customized to deliver vital resources to individuals in critical situations. For more information 
about Premier’s technology solutions, don’t hesitate to contact us at solutions@pwbts.net; our dedicated team is 
ready to assist you.
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https://www.premierwireless.com/library/

